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RegulatoR
S a n  F e r n a n d o  Va l l e y

C h a p t e r  7 5  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Wa t c h  a n d  C l o c k  C o l l e c t o r s ,  I n c .

July’s Mart a Great Success!
 Our annual Mart was a wonderful event 
with 71 vendor tables of horological items. 
Clocks, watches, tools and books were 
available to over 200 in attendance.  Many 
might have noted, not only did we see our long 
standing ÒregularsÓ, but also some we havenÕt 
seen in a long while.  There were quite a few 
new faces too.
 Some who sat back and watched while 
visiting or enjoying a hot dog and drink 
commented on what hopefully is a trend, 
younger folks with an interest in horology. ÒIn 
this day and age of electronics smaller than a 
deck of playing cards, and taking the place of  
radios, telephones, televisions, arcade games, 
alarm clocks, wristwatches, dictionaries, maps. 
and calendars... itÕs a joy to see a youngster 
taking an interest in a mechanical timepiece.Ó

How I Spent my Summer Vacation. Part 2
By Kim St. Dennis

Photo by Bill Robinson
A timepiece passing with great care, from one generation to another.

I have been attending the NAWCC National Conventions 
for the last  9 years.  The first few years I mainly went for 
the Mart.  LetÕs face it, the idea of 700 or 800 tables of 
horological goodies was just too tempting to resist.    The 
variety of clocks and watches I have seen over the years 
for sale at the National Mart is astounding.  I can safely 
say that most of my best finds for my collection were 
purchased at the National.

But over the years I have realized that there was a lot 
more interesting events going on than just the Mart.  I 
started attending several of the special interest chapter 
meetings.  The contacts and information that these 
chapters were providing was so useful, I joined several of 

them.  I also started to attend the seminars and was 
impressed with the wealth of knowledge in our 
organization.  One of the seminars actually changed the 
way I look at clocks and watches and opened up a whole 
new avenue to explore for me.

The NAWCC National at York, Pennsylvania this year 
was very special for me for several reasons.  The most 
important  was the surprise my fellow chapter members 
and the national organization gave me at  the banquet.  I 
was made a Fellow of the NAWCC.  I was kind of 
embarrassed when John Hubby called out my name for 
the award at the banquet.  The NAWCC Fellow award is

(Continued on page 3)
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 Here it is already  August and we need to obtain directors for 
our Chapter for a two year term.  If you will aid us in the operation of 
the Chapter, please step forward and let  us know.  One of the most 
important  tasks is to come up  with programs for each meeting and we 
constantly  request inputs from our members.  Our Mini Mart was a 
smashing success with over 200 members and guests shopping at 72 
tables full of clocks, watches, tools, and parts.  Our membership is 
increasing so we are sure that some of you will want to help  us “steer 
the ship” as we go forward.
 
 Don’t  forget  our pre-meeting watch and clock trouble 
shooting table where we try to assist you in correcting the 
malfunctioning item. Bring them in and we can all learn what can go 
wrong.
 
 I had the pleasure of going up  to Santa Barbara to assist  
briefly  on the reassembly  of the City  Hall clock into the tower.  It  is a 
great project  which has been undertaken by  the Ventura Chapter 190 
to repair and reassemble the clock which had been inoperable for 
many  years.  When finished, the movement will be enclosed in a glass 
case where the public can see it  in operation.  Much remains to be 
done but they  expect to be able to complete the task before the end of 
the year.  Some time ago, our Chapter contemplated rebuilding the 
four dial street clock which had been at the Knots Berry  Farm 
entrance.  That  plan fell apart when there was no place in which it 
could be both contained and be accessible to those members who 
would be working on it.  We should always keep our eyes open to 
public clocks which are not  running as possible projects for 
restoration by  our Chapter. It is good public relations and would get 
our Chapter known as well as the NAWCC.  
 
 Our program for August will be “De-mystifying the French 
Mystery  Clock”. Bring a clock or watch for “show and tell” as it is 
always a nice part of our meeting.  It has been suggested that  we hold 
another “garage sale” type mart in October.  This format allows you to 
bring in items not horological in nature short of used tires, and the 
kitchen sink.  If that would interest  you let  us know and it  can be 
arranged.  Don’t forget that Jeannie Van Ausdall always sets up  the 
“ladies table” at which she sells many  items useful for gifting or your 
use.  She will also take one or two items to sell for you on 
consignment so always shop her tables for many diverse goodies.
 
 Remember that this is your chapter and the more you 
contribute in program ideas and other operational methods, the better 
the chapter becomes.  Bring a friend to introduce them to the 
activities we present and maybe they will decide to  join.
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Summer Vacation (continued from page 1)

g i v e n f o r 
outstanding work in 
horology and the 
N A W C C 
organization.  But 
more importantly, it 
is made possible 
t h r o u g h t h e 
generosity of my 
f e l l o w c h a p t e r 
members.  To gain 

this recognition, an 
NAWCC member has to nominate you for the award and 
basically do a lot of background work for the Awards 
Committee.  Also several members must write letters of 
recommendation to go along with the nomination form.  
And of course this must be done in secret.  I have no idea 
who was involved, but I want to thank all of you who 
participated in the process.  

This year, Chris and I had a really nice room at  the 
Yorktowne Hotel on the eighth floor about 2 miles from 
the convention center.  Built in 1925, The Yorktowne 
Hotel is in the heart  of downtown YorkÕs historic 
neighborhood and a few blocks away from the site where 
the 2nd Continental Congress met.  We overlooked the 
picturesque domes on the York County Courthouse.   The 
food served at the hotel restaurants was outstanding.  The 
service was a bit relaxed, but on the whole a very nice 
stay.  

The National Mart opened on Friday and was completely 
sold out.  IÕm not sure of the numbers, but  it was well 
over 750 tables and lots of good stuff.  I went to the 
British Horological Chapter meeting.  There was a large 
group in attendance and it was hard to find a seat  for the 
program.  Philip Priestley gave a very interesting talk and 
presentation entitled ÒCaptain Cook, Venus and a Great 
DiscoveryÓ.  The talk covered Capt. CookÕs 1st voyage to 
the Pacific to observe the transit of Venus to determine 
the distance from the Earth to the Sun and his sealed 
orders to discover Terra Australia Incognita.  Even though 
Cooks sighting delivered a remarkable degree of 
accuracy, it  took until last  century to finalize the exact 
measurement.  The perilous voyage was only going to 
take one year to complete. It was 3 years before he 
returned to England.  A small note, HarrisonÕs watch was 
not on this voyage.  He did take a watch or even several 

watches, but there is no record of who made these 
watches or how well they worked on the voyage.

I also attended the Horological Art Chapter meeting.  
Kathy Edwards from the Dial House presented a nice talk 
on English Painted Dials.  The Dial House is a good 
resource for repainting dials.  They have painted several 
dials for me and done a great  job each time.  The price has 
always been reasonable too. 

This yearÕs Craft Contest  was outstanding.  Several very 
beautiful Skeleton Clocks were entered.  The pictures 
should be coming out  in the next Bulletin.  There was one 
very delicate weight  driven Skeleton Clock, the wheel cut 
out in a very beautiful pattern.  Very nice work, I think it 
won a First Prize.  Chris was particularly interested in the 
miniature clock entry.   The People Choice Award went to 
Frank Del GrecoÕs huge wooden wheel tower clock. The 
tower clock was a beauty and a nice piece of 
craftsmanship.  Of course I had a small entry this year and 
was happy to win first  prize in the tool category.   They 
give a gold metal for first prize and the wife insisted I 
wear it  to the banquet.  We have some very talented 
clockmakers and craftsmen in our organization.  All the 
entries were fabulous.  

The mart was fascinating this year.  There were a great 
number of very good skeleton clocks and early American 
clocks there.   It is always fascinating to see what the 
different  areas of the country are collecting. ItÕs almost 
like each area has its own theme and what  is well liked in 
one part of the country is just so so in other parts.   All in 
all, a great show, lots to see and do, lots of good stuff to 
purchase.  Next yearÕs National is in Kansas City and I 
look forward to seeing you there.

John Hubby and Kim St. Dennis with 
his Fellow Pin and Gold Medal!

Miniature Clock Entry
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As editor of The Regulator, I get the privilege of 
v i ew ing and choos ing f rom the many 
photographs taken by our Chapter Photographer, 
Bill Robinson.  Bill has taken thousands of 
wonderful photographs for both Chapters 75 and 
190. We never need to ask him to come and 
photo document, yet he attends almost every 
event, camera in hand, in stealth mode, blending 
into the background, a click here, a click there.  
And surely as the sun rises each day, those 
photos are reviewed, the finest chosen and 
delivered to newsletter editors email boxes 
shortly after each meeting, cropped, sized, and 
literally ready to placed into the publications.


 I am free to pick and choose the photos I 
need or want, and never once have I heard a 
complaint if few or even none are published due 
to limited available space. Every single time I 
have asked for a specific photo from his archives, 
it’s been delivered. (That can’t be a simple task 
with so many photos!) I apologize here for the 
numerous times I have failed to credit his photos 
to him which happens more often than not!

	 Bill spends so much time behind the 
camera, there are precious few pictures of him- 
but if one looks hard enough, one or two can be 
found.


 I’ll take this opportunity to relate a little 
about the man behind the camera.

George Gaglini interviewed Bill for the Chrono 
Times  newsletter column, “Ventura Chapter 190 
People” in November, 2007, much of which is 
reproduced here with permission.  


 “Pictured left, Bill is  making adjustments  to 
the Santa Paula Odd Fellows lodge tower clock, 
he has  been interested in clocks  from early 
childhood.  His  grandmother had a long case 
clock that captured his  imagination. As  they have 
for so many of us  in the world of clocks, those 
early impressions became permanent.

	 With advanced degrees  from the University 
of Michigan, Bill pursued a career in education 
specializing in mathematics.  His  forty-five year 
career has  taken him to educational facilities  in 
many locales  including Mexico City, Tennessee, 
and in California, Long Beach, Santa Maria and 
finally to Ventura where he taught mathematics  at 
Ventura College.
	
Around the mid-sixties, Bill decided he could 
afford to buy an antique wall clock and join the 
NAWCC.  It wasn’t long before he was 
disassembling, repairing and adjusting all types  of 
clocks  in his  growing collection.  His  mechanical 
skills  became evident when as a boy he built his 
own bicycle. Later, they were directed toward the 
sophisticated movements  of Vienna Regulators 
and other complex timepieces.  Today, though not 
in the clock repair business, Bill has  the 
knowledge and expertise of a veteran clockmaker 
and often shares that expertise in programs  for 
the Chapters  which are informative, entertaining 
and evidence of his  passion for detail and 
accuracy.  His  fortunate students  must be reaping 
the benefits of those attributes long after  leaving 
his classroom.


 Today, a decade into his  retirement, Bill 
gives  generously of his  time and expertise to the 
NAWCC, Chapters 75 and 190, and many other 
special projects.” 


 I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Bill 
for the thousands of wonderful photos he’s taken 
for the Chapter and hope the next time you see 
him, you will too.
	

The Man Behind the Camera
Focusing in on Bill Robinson

by Laurie Conti with George Gaglini

Photo by Ken McWilliams
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Donating your Horological 
Collection to the National 
Watch & Clock Museum
A Major Benefit to the Museum When Done Properly.

 By Robert Gary with “Thanks” to Phil Gregory for his 
assistance in writing this article.

A common topic of conversation at local 
NAWCC chapter meetings is: What do I do with my 
collection after I am gone?  And a common response 
is: Donate it to the National Museum.  I have even 
written articles for my local chapter newsletter 
recommending that  members inventory  their 
collections and send that list  to the museum in 
Pennsylvania asking the museum to designate which of 
the items on the list they  would like to have for their 
collection.  Unfortunately, that was neither complete 
nor good advice. 

The Museum publishes a list of items they 
would like for the collection. Go to the NAWCC web 
site, click on “Museum” in the blue banner across the 
top, then in the left hand column, click on “Museum 
Collection”. Clicking on “Our Collecting Philosophy” 
will result  in two choices at  the very bottom of the 
page:  “View the National Watch and Clock Museum's 
Collection Plan” and “View a list of objects needed to 
enhance
the Museum Collection”.  Either of these choices will 
open a pdf version for reading and/or printing.  In 
addition to Horological items, finances are needed to 
maintain and improve as well as purchase rare items 
and to support  operational expenses.  Members can 
help directly with these financial needs. 

As it turns out, nothing is simple in this modern 
world.  The National Museum is incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Pennsylvania.  As such, they 
are bound by the laws and regulations pertaining to 
not-for-profit museums in the state.  As in most other 
states, the regulations were put into place to prevent 
fraud and unethical practices concerning the property 
of such institutions.  The museum is also governed by 
standards and practices for accredited museums or 
those seeking accreditation.  For example, when a 
museum wishes to cull part of its collection for 
whatever reason, be it to raise revenue for collection 
purchases or conservation, reduce the expense of 
storage, or simply to rid itself of duplicate items, the 
law requires that the items be sold at public auction to 
the highest bidder.  Members cannot be given 
preferential consideration or pricing, nor can the 
auctions be limited to members only; not  even for a 
limited time, such as early bidding.  There are 
additional legal restrictions which also must be 
followed by the museum.

There are other much more practical issues for 
the museum even before items can be accepted.   Let’s 
make a fictional scenario for illustration purposes.  
National member Joe Schmember sends an inventory 
of his Horological collection of 753 watches and 177 
clocks to the museum requesting that  the staff review 
his list for those items they would like Mr. Schmember 
to designate in his will and trust to be given to the 
National Museum upon his death.  

Immediately upon receipt  of Mr. Schmember’s 
list, a number of issues arise:

• The staff and the Museum committee must review 
the list, calling in members who are expert if they 
need help.  Keep  in mind that  the list from Mr. 
Schmember is only  one of dozens that might  be 
received in Pennsylvania.  Reviewing such lists 
requires a great deal of the committee’s and 
reviewing member’s time and resources.

• How can one properly  evaluate the acceptability  of 
items for the collection from a written inventory?  
Are the timepieces in excellent condition, acceptable 
condition, or in “for parts only” condition?  Even if 
Mr. Schmember has noted the condition on his 
inventory, such ratings are open to discussion.  
Certainly, it is impractical for museum staff members 
to physically examine every timepiece offered.

• Even if the museum should accept items from Joe’s 
collection, Joe may  live for another 20 or 25 years 
before the timepieces are transferred to the museum 
upon settling of Joe’s estate.  By this time, the 
museum may  well have received numerous identical 
items from other estates.  What are they  to do with 
these now?

• How, and when, does the museum decide what  to 
collect?  This is an on-going, never ending, 
constantly  changing reality  for all museums.  Do they 
want to collect one of every  watch model ever made 
by  the Elgin, or Waltham, or Hamilton Watch 
Company?  Can they  reasonably  expect to ever have 
enough space to display  one of every Seth Thomas or 
Herschede clock produced?  As a practical matter, 
collections are limited to the space available to 
display  them, store them and to providing an 
educational display for the public.

When Horological items are donated to the 
museum, each must be received, appraised, rated, 
inventoried, and stored at the facility. This process 
must be followed even though there is no longer a need 
for the item in the collection. 

This is a huge commitment of both man hours 
and finances.   Both are extremely limited at  the 
museum, as is physical space.  Watches may  not 
present quite as large a logistical problem, but  177 
clocks can take up a lot of storage space! 

Other legal requirements are often placed on
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the museum by  well meaning members who don’t 
realize the implications of statements made in their 
wills and/or trusts.  In this example, Mr. Schmember 
has stipulated that his beloved collection is to be used 
by  the museum “for their collection”.  This places the 
museum in a difficult position.  They  are legally bound 
by  the terms of Mr. Schmember’s estate.  But what if 
the museum does not need most or even all of these 
items for their collection?  By the terms stipulated, the 
museum cannot  readily sell these newly  received items 
to make better use of their resources.  These hundreds 
of items must be placed into storage at  considerable 
cost.

By the very  fact  that  we collect these 
Horological treasures, often putting many  man hours 
and dollars into restoring and repairing them, we have 
a significant  emotional and psychological investment 
in them.  The museum has no such investment, nor 
should it.  Its  function is to provide for the educational 
and historical aspects as best it can.  This often means 
selling some to acquire others that better fit the 
collection.  The museum needs to be seen as a major 
collector with a public mission who is always refining 
its collections, not as an eternal storage facility. 

So what  can we do about all of this?  The legal 
experts at the National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors and at the National Watch and Clock 
Museum make the following suggestions:

• Stipulate in your will and/or trust  that your 
collection is to be sold at the local level via 
professional auction.  Specify  that  the National 
organizations be notified in advanced of the auction 
and that all proceeds are being given to the National 
Watch and Clock Museum or the National 
Association of Watch and Clock Collectors.  They 
can then use the proceeds from your auction to 
purchase any items they desire from your auction!

• If you prefer that your collection actually be 
physically  donated to National, stipulate that it is 
being given to them without restrictions.  This does 
not  limit them in what they can do with the items.  
They  may  elect to retain some of the items for their 
collection, use some for the school, sell others, or 
trade with museums seeking items for their 
collections.

After all, you want your collection to be a 
benefit, not a burden, the National.  Please take the 
legal steps necessary to assure this intent.

If you have questions about how to best use 
your collection for the benefit of  the museum and/or 
the NAWCC, contact Steve Humphrey, Executive 
Director, or Noel Poirier, Museum Director, at the 
organization for more specific suggestions.  Their 
contact information can be found on the last page, 
opposite the back cover, of each edition of the Watch 
& Clock Bulletin.

Mart Pics
Photographs by Bill Robinson
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Cleaning & Waxing Alabaster – 
Revisited

In the November, 2009, edition of The Regulator, I wrote an article on 
cleaning and preserving alabaster clocks. As mentioned in the article, my 
research indicated that the majority of experts recommend the application of 
Òcosmolloid waxÓ after cleaning the alabaster.  When I attempted to apply the 
melted wax to the stone, due to the temperature extremes between the molten 
wax and the stone, the wax solidified instantly upon contact with the alabaster.  
My attempt to heat the stone using a hair dryer was less than satisfactory.

I contacted several artists who work in stone to learn how they deal with this 
issue of hot wax applied to cold stone.  The first thing that became apparent in 

our discussion was that artists are dealing with new stone; usually  massive blocks of the stuff.  After days, 
weeks, or even months of chiseling, grinding and otherwise shaping the raw stone, cracking, breaking, or 
damaging the stone while applying is not an issue.  They can, and often do, apply intense pressure while 
applying the polishing and/or waxing compounds.  Mechanical buffing machines are commonly used.  In 
contrast, our century  or older alabaster clocks are virtually  always delicate creations that would be destroyed by 
such harsh treatment.

I then returned to the suggestions made by the supplier of the cosmolloid wax.  That is, to mix the melted wax 
with a ÒcarrierÓ that would evaporate rapidly after application, leaving only the wax to protect the stone.  Using 
a really nifty electric glue skillet I purchased on line for $20.00, I tried mixing several of the suggest ÒcarriersÓ 
such as mineral spirits, alcohol, and acetone.  What a mess! The supplier gave no hint as to the ratio of solvent 
to wax, so it would have taken dozens, if not hundreds of attempts to get a satisfactory mixture.  But then the 
question presented itself: What effect might these solvents have on the very porous and delicate alabaster?  I had 
no intention of experimenting with the health of my clocks, so the experiment with raw cosmolloid wax came to 
an end.  It was time to go back to researching acceptable remedies.

The only  recommended product I could find was a ready mixed blend of micro-crystalline waxes, of which 
cosmolloid is one.  The product, called Renaissance Micro-crystalline Wax Polish is advertised as being 
developed for the restoration specialists of the British Museum.  It is not inexpensive at $27.00 for a 200ml 
container, but this should be enough to last me several lifetimes.  I purchased it at a local woodworking supply 
house, so it should be obtainable in other similar shops.

Renaissance Wax went only very evenly and smoothly  with a soft cloth, and easily buffed to a pleasant shine.  
It dried rapidly and, once dried, was unnoticeable to the touch.  A very nice product!  I will be using this to 
preserve all of my stone clocks from now on.

The little alabaster clock featured in the November article and pictured has only two more steps remaining in its 
restoration: the reconstruction of the dial, and the replacement of the decorative feature that was originally on 
the top of the clock.  All that remains of that feature is the recess that measures 17.42mm in diameter, and the 
center mounting hole in the recess that measures 4.93mm.  Since I have no idea what the missing piece 
originally  looked like, the only criteria for the replacement are that it must fit the existing holes; it must 
compliment the appearance of the clock; and it must be within my skill set to make.  I am leaning toward 
turning a simple brass urn or finial on my lathe, but any suggestions would be most welcome.

The reconstruction of the dial is well underway and is nearing its final phase.  An article on the reconstruction 
process will be forth coming upon the satisfactorily completion of the dial.

 By Robert Gary 
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Chapter 75 meets 4th Sunday of 
each month.   There is no meeting 
during the month of December.

Visitors are welcome!

For more information, contact Jim 
Chamberlain at (805) 495-5349

Please visit our website:
www.nawcc-ch75.com
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DonÕt miss the meeting:

Sunday,  August  22

 11:30 Seller Set-Up

 12:00 Mart & Luncheon

 1:30 General Meeting & Program


